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As we reflect on the past year of steering the ship that many of you have come to, offering
your sacrifices, trust and vision, we are immensely grateful to be walking in the mandate that
is at our feet. We don't take for granted the amount of love and support that we have
received from our membership, our supporters and the Forever SONG family, whether in deed
or in coin. Again and again you showed up: from the ICE raids of immigrant communities at
the beginning of the year; to the onslaught of anti-trans, anti-LGBTQ, anti-immigrant,
anti-worker, anti-local governance policies like North Carolina's House Bill 2; to responding to
the hyper-policing and Islamophobia of our communities after the PULSE massacre in Orlando;
to the ongoing abuse and murder of Black people at the hands of police; to the continued
violence against trans and gender non-conforming people; to the attack on sovereignty and
earth at Standing Rock. It is the countless amounts of unseen work and labor that we will
never know about that makes SONG the political home it is for so many of us.

SONG was founded so that we could find each other and we will continue to look for our
people in small towns and county fairs, in detention centers and county jails as well as clinics,
pawn shops, pews, and queer Latinx nights. We will continue to hold space as we step into
the light to be accountable for the harms we have inflicted upon one another so that another
world - where we are in right relation with each other and we honor restoration and
trasformative justice above punishment - becomes more possible every day. Our founders and
elders remind us that we have always believed that our vision of liberation is not just in the
future but in the actions that we take now, the actions that show that we are more willing to
call on each other where we see our desire, survival and joy reflected back in each other's

eyes.

We have asked much of each other this year and as we move into 2017, we ask that you
donate to SONG, become a member, and/or join the Forever SONG Sustainer Circle. We are
called to bring forth work that transforms ourselves, each other, our hometowns, states,
country, and this world. We need each other to to show up with our hearts, smarts, and
strength over and over again. We are ready and we need you. Please give as much as you
can to fuel this ship as we enter fearlessly into another year of challenge and possibility for
LGBTQ liberation.

mary hooks

paulina helm-hernandez
SONG CO-DIRECTORS
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ONG'S MANDATE

This year we shifted uncomfortably under the weight of so many necessary fights and unnecessary
tragedies. Our spirits and our strategies flexed the boughs of our ship entering treacherous waters and

we questioned how much weight we could hold every time those tragedies struck.

How will we hold the weight of the thousands of immigrant people who have been
deported or continue to sit in detention centers across the South? How will we hold the
weight of the relentless attacks against Black and Brown communities in an election cycle
that embodied the consolidation of white political power? How will we hold the weight of
the very familiar white rage putting targets on our backs and those of our kinfolk? How will
we hold the weight of the fight to protect natural water sources and our tribes from
ongoing attempted genocide? How will we hold the weight of escalated environmental
disasters rocking our Gulf Coast, Caribbean and Pacific Islander political family? How will
we hold the weight of every police shooting and every killing of our trans and gender
non-conforming family? How will we rise together in resistance in times of uncertainty to

take risks and live out our collective vision?

This year we sharpened our shared commitment to not be neutral about this violence we experience.
We worked to better understand, confront, and dismantle all the ways anti-Black racism have shaped
the South, the current debate over "law and order” that Trump reignited during his campaign (echoing
George Wallace, echoing Richard Nixon), the continued use of gender and sexuality to create panic,
the mobilizing and division of communities with fear and scarcity based economics, and the policies that
impact our peoples’ lives every day. We notice the places we are strong and the places we need to
fortify to do what is needed and what is asked of us both individually and collectively. We are
reminded that love and kinship are some of the most powerful medicine we have to confront the
violence, cynicism, and fragmentation of our times. We've worked to reclaim our legacy, unearth the
bones of the forgotten, remember what real community safety is beyond policing. We've learned that

we have to dream, to vote and to continue to organize to make those dreams come to pass.

We hold our vision of possibility with SONG's shared mandate to continue to transform our spirits and
our strategies for the times ahead and for a world free from fear. We are all a part of SONG's story
and legacy: one of longing for justice, kinship, love and sanctuary. Our story is not just of building
kinship but of building power. Power concedes nothing without a demand and we are here to honor the
sacrifices that brought us here. We are here to honor the sacrifices we know it will take to build and
find new levels of courage and bravery to open our hearts to lean into the collective risks we need to
take to win.



MEMBERSHIP

renew. sign up. throw down

Time to risk. Time to lean in. Time
to work. Time to experiment.
Time to make our ancestors proud
(and for some of us, roll over in
their graves).

This is our mandate.

TRAINING
CULTURE
CAMPAIGNS

POLITICAL
EDUCATION

KINSHIP

We need each other to kindle the will, fuel, and courage we must call upon to
protect and defend our communities, to win the fights calling our names, to
change the conditions in our communities and for the struggles we will face in
the months and years to come. That is why SONG is a membership based
organization. We invite you to get in formation with us, because we need
each other now. We need numbers. We need to know who is with us. We
need to chart the path forward together. Bring yourself, your homies, your
ideas, your schemes, your dreams, your fire, your skills, your questions and
imagination. Our kinship is only as strong as our courage and our willingness
to take risks together. Sign up or renew your membership at
southernersonnewground.org to join other LGBTQ people across the South
united in action towards liberation.



dgsdas GEPOD PR P 0.

2§90 SoRw Rl PR F PSR PR R v 0 PR R R R FT P IR DR e B B
il

B ETOP E M0 05 8 & PR drd ol 00 0 b

B0 6B 0 8 GO0 B O 6P 5 e ows F DOSerdp 4 rlles § B e s g0 Do QSR B0 g 00
00O PO B 3.

Seshben i sy
B P Bg

BUILD SOUTHERN LGBTQ POWER IN 2017

Contribute to building a long-haul, broad-based movement for queer liberation in our
beloved southern region. Do it for the young queens coming up in the sticks. Do it for
the dykes raising babies. Do it for the queer elders who are fighting alongside us
every day. Do it because you're fabulous and dangerous and no one can stop you
from being a part of a movement that says NO to fear and unjust power and YES to
hope, resistance, and our power together.

JOIN THE FOREVER SONG SUSTAINER CIRCLE BY JANUARY 31

« Our friends at Fund 4 Democratic Communities will match your donation with a one-time
$100 donation (up to 60 matches--that's up to $6,000 for Southern LGBTQ movement
building!)

« We'll send you a copy of the Liberation in Our Lifetime SONG Chapbook, a collection of
interviews with SONG's founders and analysis pieces from over the years.

» You'll also be entered to win one of three SONG Swag packages, each containing: 1 Limited
Edition Trans Flag ‘Turn Up' V-Neck T-shirt, a Flaming Idols Bayard Rustin candle, and five
silkscreened ‘Homosexual Agenda’ postcards.
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